Suggested Interview Questions for Mark Pinsky 
author of 

The Gospel According to The Simpsons™  

Bigger (and Possibly Even) Better! Edition

1. What has transpired in the spiritual lives of the Simpsons since the first edition of your book? 

2. The show tackled the issue of gay marriage last season when Marge’s sister Patty planned to marry her female partner. Did The Simpsons end up endorsing or condemning same-sex marriage?

3. Are any religious topics off-limits for the writers? 

4. What does the show reveal about religion and popular culture? 

5. Why do the writers and producers pay so much attention to religion in the lives of the characters? 

6. Which episodes dealing specifically with religion impressed you the most? 

7. You say that The Simpsons' success with religion in an entertainment format opened the door to other series' using it. Why is that? 

8. The new edition includes five "mini-gospels" about other animated shows. How is faith treated on programs like South Park and Family Guy? 

9. Is Homer Simpson a Christian?

10. How do evangelical Christians feel about Ned Flanders, the show’s oft-ridiculed evangelical character?

11. Which of the Simpsons has had the most interesting spiritual journey?

12. How did the show handle Lisa’s conversion to Buddhism? Is she still a Buddhist, as far as you can tell? 
13. How do the Simpsons behave when faced with moral dilemmas? 

14. What Christian theology is most evident on the show?  

15. How are Jews portrayed on the show? 

16. How is Catholicism represented on the show? 

17. For all his saintly qualities, Apu, a Hindu, also exhibits stereotypical behavior, such as obsequiousness and outrageous overcharging in his convenience store. How do Hindus feel about this portrayal? 

18. Do you recommend parents let their kids watch The Simpsons?   

For an interview with Mark Pinsky, please call Kelly Hughes (312) 280-8126. 

