


        REL 251 K (1X)
             The Jewish Experience in the American South: “Kasha and Cornbread”
         Mark I. Pinsky, Rollins College, Jewish Studies, Spring 2007

         Meeting:  Wednesdays, 4-6.30 p.m., Orlando, 130
         Instructor Contacts: 407.420.5589. mpinsky@orlandosentinel.com 

         Office Hours:  After class, by appointment

         Honor Code: Appended to Syllabus 


         Online: Syllabus copy and course announcements/updates available at:

www.markpinsky.com, 
   (Click any book cover, then click “Studies” tab, top right; click Rollins logo.)
Course Description:  

A survey from 1750 to the present, told largely through anthology essays and articles. Focus on the pressures of assimilation, isolation and alienation on successive waves of Jewish immigration to the Southern United States: Spanish-Portuguese, German and Eastern European. How commerce developed. The role of women, images in literature and anti-Semitism. Also, how Jews dealt with the regional issues of slavery, racism and civil rights, child labor and unions; and other reasons why Jewish life was qualitatively different below the Mason-Dixon Line. What is Jewish life like today in the modern, suburban Sunbelt? How Jews interact with evangelicals. The rise of “Christian Zionism.” 
Required Reading
Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History, edited by Marcie Ferris and Mark I. Greenberg (Brandeis University Press/University Press of New England.2006). A new anthology  covering the Jewish experience in the American South from Colonial times to the present. Available on library reserve.
Dixie Diaspora: An Anthology of Southern Jewish History, edited by Mark K. Bauman (University of Alabama Press. 2006). Another new anthology covering the Jewish experience in the American South from Colonial times to the present. Available on library reserve.
A Jew Among the Evangelicals: A Guide to the Perplexed, by Mark I. Pinsky (Westminster John Knox Press. Louisville, Ky. 2006). A contemporary look at suburban, evangelical Christianity through the eyes of a Jewish journalist. With insights into issues of concern to Jews in Central Florida and beyond.

Supplementary readings will be assigned.
Grading Matrix.
1. Weekly Readings: Approximately two articles in advance of each session, 30-70 pages. 

2. Weekly Assignments: One-page memo, 100-300 words, about the readings, typed and double-spaced, plus three discussion questions. (best ten grades)
3. Class participation: Cumulative. Everyone is expected to participate (but not dominate) You may be asked to lead one class discussion.

4. Final Paper: Ten-page, typewritten, double-spaced paper, based on a reading of a listed and approved supplementary text. Bring in issues raised in previous readings and class discussions. Additional books, not listed, must be approved in advance. Topics due by midterm.
5. Midterm Exam
6. Final Exam.

7. Extra Credit:  Optional, second paper. Same specifications as the final paper.

Grades:   
                 Weekly Assignments:      25% 

                 Class Participation:         20%
                 Midterm Exam                   5%

                 Final Paper:                      25%

                 Final Exam:                      25%

                 Extra Credit Paper:         10%
Class Schedule and Readings. 
WEEKLY CLASS REQUIREMENTS:   Reading memo, one page (100-300 words), with citations from all readings and three discussion questions. In the event of class absence (only), the memo may be submitted later. You may be asked to lead discussions for one class. Supplementary readings may be assigned.
This course operates on the participation model, which requires the active involvement of each student in class. However, contributions to discussions are evaluated on the quality of questions, observations and analyses – rather than the quantity.
Jan. 17

     Topic: Course Outline, Overview
     Readings (in class, handouts)

             USA Today, “Southern Jews and Evangelicals Coming Together”

            Dixie Diaspora: “The Braided Identity of Southern Jewry,”

                    pp. 427-451

Jan. 24

     Topic: Overview (2), Pioneers and Early Immigration
     Issues: Arrival Order and Status
     Readings

Jewish Roots: Foreword and Introduction, “One Religion, Different

         Worlds,” pp. 27-45 (or corresponding chapter in Dixie Diaspora)
            Dixie Diaspora: Both Introductions, pp. 1-11; “East European Immigrants and 

                      the Image of Jews in the Small-Town South,” pp. 108-137

Jan. 31

     Topic: Commerce: Packs to Wagons to Stores
     Issues: Moral dilemmas, commerce vs. conscience, alienation, social isolation, loneliness
     Readings

           Jewish Roots: “Entering the Mainstream of Modern Jewish History,”

                       pp. 86-108

            Dixie Diaspora: Section Introduction, pp. 191-194
                                     “Jewish Commercial Interests Between North and South,”

                     pp. 195-208
                                      “Philip and Morris Dzialynski,” pp. 209-35

           The Peddler’s Grandson: Introduction and Chapter 1 (in class, handout)

            The Jew Store: Prologue and Chapter 1 (in class, handout)
Feb. 7 
     Topic: Women: More Than Matriarchy
     Readings

           Jewish Roots: “The Pen is Mightier Than the Sword,” pp. 72-85
            Dixie Diaspora: “Jewish Women in the Central Appalachian Coal Fields,”  

                      pp. 143-164
            Gertrude Weil: Woman of Valour (in class, handout)

Feb. 14: (Two topics)

       Topic 1: Anti-Semitism 

       Readings

            Dixie Diaspora: Section Introduction, pp. 265-269
                                “Nativism, Bigotry and Anti-Semitism in the South,”

                        pp. 270-284
            Leo Frank and the Temple Bombing (in class, handout)
       Topic 2: Literature and Imagery
       Readings

            Jewish Roots: “Intense Heritage,” pp. 210-225
Feb. 21 

       Topic: Assimilation: The Challenge of Pluralism
       Readings

            Jewish Roots: “American, Jewish, Southern, Mordecai,” pp. 46-71
            Dixie Diaspora: “Interaction and Identity,” pp. 357-389
            Film: Driving Miss Daisy
Feb. 28

       Topic: Small towns: Mississippi and the Receding Wave
       Readings

              Jewish Roots:  “The Fall and Rise of the Jewish South,” pp. 284-303

             Dixie Diaspora: “The Dixie Diaspora,” pp. 165-190
      DVD Documentary: “Shalom Y’all”
      Guest Speaker: Rabbi Steven Engel, Congregation of Reform Judaism
March 7: Midterm Exam (Final paper topics due)

March 14: Spring Break

March 21

       Topic: Slavery, Segregation and White Supremacy

       Readings

             Jewish Roots: “Now is the Time to Show Your True Colors,” pp. 134-155
               (optional) “Jewish Confederates,” pp.109-133

             Dixie Diaspora: “Is the Jew White?” pp. 390-426
       DVD Documentary: “Delta Jews”
April 4

       Topic: The Civil Rights Movement: “Good Germans?”
       Readings

             Jewish Roots: “A Tangled Web,” pp. 192-209
             Dixie Diaspora: “Closing Ranks,” pp. 231-252
             New York Times obituary, Mendy Samstein (handout)

       DVD Documentary: 
April 11

       Topic: Jews and Christians
       Readings

            A Jew Among the Evangelicals, Chapters 1-4, pp. vii-65
            Dixie Diaspora: “How to Win the Jews for Christ,” pp. 452-466

April  18

       Topic: Jews and Evangelicals Today (2)

       Readings

            A Jew Among the Evangelicals, Chapter 5- Conclusion, pp. 65-150. 

April 25: 
       Topic: Wrapping Up
       Reading

            Southern Roots: “Jewish Fates, Altered States,” pp. 304-329 
 Supplementary Reading (for final and extra credit papers):


Jews in the South, by Leonard Dinnerstein and M. Pallson (Louisiana State 
University Press.1973). A pioneering overview of the subject.


Jewish Life in Small-Town America: A History, by Lee Shai Weissbach (Yale University Press).
Mordecai: An Early American Family, by Emily Bingham (Hill and Wang, NY. 2003). The story of a German Jewish family that settled in North Carolina in 1814. How it rose and fell and became assimilated, losing its Jewish identity. (Instructor has copy).
The Provincials: A Personal History of Jews in the South, By Eli N. Evans (University of North Carolina Press. Chapel Hill.) A memoir, dating from the early 1950s, of growing up in Durham, N.C., interwoven with a survey of the Jewish experience in the South. (Instructor has copy)
The Lonely Days Were Sundays: Reflections of a Jewish Southerner, by Eli Evans (University of Mississippi Press. 1993). More personal essays and reviews about growing up in the South.
Homelands: Southern Jewish Identity in Durham and Chapel Hill, North Carolina, by Leonard Rogoff (University of Alabama Press. Tuscaloosa. 2001). A history of the Jewish experience in the Durham-Chapel Hill area, dating from the 1890s to 2000. (Instructor has copy).
Moses Levy of Florida: Jewish Utopian and Antebellum Reformer, by C.S. Monaco (Louisiana State University Press. Baton Rouge. 2005). A biography of a visionary whose son, David Yulee, became the first Jew to sit in the U.S. Senate, and likely the first to have a county named for him. (Instructor has copy).
A Portion of the People: Three Hundred Years of Southern Jewish Life, edited by Theodore Rosengarten and Dale Rosengarten (University of South Carolina Press. 2002). Deals with South Carolina.

The Peddler’s Grandson: Growing Up Jewish in Mississippi, by Edward Cohen (University Press of Mississippi. 1999). Story of a mercantile family.
The Jew Store, by Stella Suberman (Algonquin Books. 2001). The story of growing up in Concordia, Tennessee, as proprietors of a dry goods store. (Instructor has copy.)
This Happy Land: The Jews of Colonial and Antebellum Charleston, by James William Hagy (University of Alabama Press. 1993). A study of an early South Carolina settlement.
My Father’s People, by Louis D. Rubin (Louisiana State University Press. 1999). The writer and publisher’s memoir of growing up more recently in Charleston, South Carolina.

off-white: A Memoir, by Laurie Gunst (Soho Press.2005). A memoir of growing up in Richmond, Virginia, focusing on notions of race. (Instructor has copy)
Clara Lowenburg Moses: Memoir of a Southern Jewish Woman, by Wendy Machlovitz. (Jackson: Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience, 2000).

Reflections of Southern Jewry: The Letter of Charles Wesolowsky, 1878-1879, edited by Louis Schmier (Mercer University Press. 1982). Letters from a tour of the South. (Instructor has copy).
Our Southern Landsmen, by Harry Golden (Putnam, 1974). Humorous, superficial but often insightful observations about the South and Southern Jews and history by a Northerner who lived for many years in North Carolina. (Instructor has copy.)
And the Dead Shall Rise: The Murder of Mary Phagan and the Lynching of Leo Frank, by Steve Oney (Pantheon. 2003). The most recent account of this historic event in Georgia.

The Temple Bombing, by Meliss Fay Greene (Addison-Wesley Publishing. 1996). Civil rights in Atlanta in the 1950s.

Judah Benjamin: The Jewish Confederate, by Eli N. Evans (Free Press. New York.1987). A biography of the Louisiana planter, a Sephardic Jew, who held three positions in the Confederate cabinet who fled to England at the end of the Civil War.


The Jewish Confederates, by Robert N. Rosen (University of South Carolina Press. 2000). Sketches of Jewish soldiers, officers and enlisted, and civilians during the Civil War.


Fight Against Fear: Southern Jews and Black Civil Rights, by Clive Webb,. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2003


Jewish Issues Not Specific to the South.


The American Jewish Experience, Second Edition, Jonathan Sarna, editor,  New York: Holmes & Meier, 1997. Outstanding overview.

On Behalf of Israel: American Fundamentalist Attitudes towards Jews, Judaism, and Zionism, 1865-1945, by Yaakov Ariel (Carlson. 1991). A brief survey of the issue, not focused on the South exclusively. 

And I Will Dwell in Their Midst: Orthodox Jews in Suburbia, by Etan Diamond (University of North Carolina Press. 2000). A look at the Orthodox experience, mostly in suburban Toronto.

Evangelizing the Chosen People: Missions to the Jews in America, 1880-2000, by Yaakov Ariel, (University of North Carolina. 2000). Roots of evangelism. (Instructor has copy).
Journalism and political science.

A Match Made in Heaven: American Jews, Christian Zionists, and One Man’s Exploration of the Weird and Wonderful Judeo-Evangelical Alliance, by Zev Chafets (HarperCollins. 2007). One Jewish view of Christian Zionism. (Instructor has copy)
Standing With Israel: Why Christians Support the Jewish State, by David Brog (Strang, 2006). Another Jewish view of Christian. (Instructor has copy)
Kingdom Coming: The Rise of Christian Nationalism, by Michelle Goldberg (Norton. 2006). A critical, alarmist view of evangelicals by a Jewish writer. (Instructor has copy)
Righteous: Dispatches from the Evangelical Youth Movement, by Lauren Sandler (XXXX. 2006). Another critical, alarmist take on evangelicals by a Jewish writer.

                                       Honor Code
THE ACADEMIC HONOR CODE 

Membership in the student body of Rollins College carries with it an obligation, and requires a commitment, to act with honor in all things. Because academic integrity is fundamental to the pursuit of knowledge and truth and is the heart of the academic life of Rollins College, it is the responsibility of all members of the College community to practice it and to report apparent violations. 

The following pledge is a binding commitment by the students of Rollins College:

The development of the virtues of Honor and Integrity are integral to a Rollins College education and to membership in the Rollins College community.  Therefore, I, a student of Rollins College, pledge to show my commitment to these virtues by abstaining from any lying, cheating, or plagiarism in my academic endeavors and by behaving responsibly, respectfully and honorably in my social life and in my relationships with others.  

This pledge is reinforced every time a student submits work for academic credit as his/her own.  Students shall add to all papers, quizzes, tests, lab reports, etc., the following handwritten abbreviated pledge followed by their signature:

“On my honor, I have not given, nor received, nor witnessed any unauthorized assistance on this work.”

Material submitted electronically should contain the pledge; submission implies signing the pledge.

