


        REL 251 B
             Religion and Pop Culture: “Animating Faith”
         Mark I. Pinsky, Rollins College, Jewish Studies, Fall 2007

         Meeting:  Tuesdays, 4-6.30 p.m., Bush 107
         Instructor Contacts: 407.420.5589. mpinsky@orlandosentinel.com; osopinsky@aol.com  

         Office Hours:  After class, by appointment

         Honor Code: Appended to Syllabus 


         Online: Syllabus copy and course announcements/updates available at:

www.markpinsky.com, 

   (Click any book cover, then click “Studies” tab, top right; click Rollins logo.)

Course Description:  

A survey of the intersection of religion and popular culture, through animated television comedies, including The Simpsons, Family Guy, South Park, American Dad, King of the Hill and Futurama, as well as selected animated Disney features and shorts and VeggieTales. The faiths covered will include Protestant and evangelical Christianity, Catholicism, Mormonism, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism and cults. We will look at the way these faiths and denominations are treated in these cartoons and what limits, if any, there are on these portrayals.
Each week, we will discuss the week’s reading, working from your memos. Then we will screen 45 minutes to one hour of animated material, usually 2-3 half-hour episodes, or a full-length film. I will provide an introduction and brief remarks, before class discussion begins.
This course operates on the participation model, which requires the active involvement of each student in class. However, contributions to discussions are evaluated on the quality of questions, observations and analyses – rather than the quantity.

WEEKLY CLASS REQUIREMENTS:   Reading memo, one page (200-300 words), with citations from all readings, and three of your suggested discussion questions. In the event of class absence (only), the memo may be submitted later, if you are able to view the episodes on your own. You may be asked to lead discussions for one class. Supplementary readings may be assigned.
Required Reading (Both)
1. The Gospel According to The Simpsons: BIGGER and Possibly Even BETTER! Edition, by Mark I. Pinsky (Westminster John Knox Press. 2007). Also covers Family Guy, South Park, American Dad, Futurama and King of the Hill. (MAKE SURE YOU GET THE WHITE COVER, NOT THE BLUE COVER.) Available on library reserve.
2. The Gospel According to Disney: Faith, Trust, and Pixie Dust, by Mark I. Pinsky (Westminster John Knox Press. 2004). Available on library reserve.
Supplementary readings will be assigned. See following week’s class schedule.
Grading Matrix.
1. Weekly Readings: 20-60 pages in advance of each session. 

2. Weekly Assignments: One-page memo, 200-300 words, about the assigned readings, typed and double-spaced, plus three discussion questions. (Best ten grades will be counted)
3. Class participation: Cumulative. Everyone is expected to participate (but not dominate). You may be asked to lead one class discussion. To restate the obvious, you can’t participate if you aren’t there, and the class only meets once a week.
4. Final Paper: Ten-page, typewritten, double-spaced paper, based on the readings and approved supplementary text. Bring in issues raised in class discussions, with specific citations from readings and episodes to support your points. Additional books, not listed, must be approved in advance. Topics due by midterm.

5. Midterm Exam (Analysis of additional episode/s)
6. Final Exam.

7. Extra Credit:  Optional, second paper. Same specifications as the final paper.

Grades:   
                 Weekly Assignments:      25% 

                 Class Participation:         20%
                 Midterm Exam                 15%

                 Term Paper:                     20%

                 Final Exam:                      20%

                 Extra Credit Paper:         10%

Class Schedule and Readings. 

Aug. 28 (Simpsons: Christianity, Judaism)

     Overview and course expectations. Syllabus. More on missed classes.
Episodes:



Homer the Heretic, 10/8/92 (9F01)


Simpsons Bible Stories, 4/4/99 (AABF14)



Missionary: Impossible, 2/20/00 (SI- 1111)
Reading: 



USA Today column: “Cartoons (seriously) Can Teach Us About Faith” (Handout)



 “Does Lisa Speak for Jesus?” (Handout)


Simpsons Gospel, pp. 1 -31, 32-45, 119-128

Sept. 4 (Simpsons: Christianity) 

Episodes:



Bart Sells His Soul, 10/8/95 (3F02)


Homer Loves Flanders, 2/24/94 (1F14)


           Lisa the Skeptic, 11/23/97 (5F05)

          Pray Anything, 2/9/03, (EABF06)
Reading:   



Simpsons Gospel, pp. 46-69, 105-118


           The Simpsons Movie, The Thoughtful Christian (Handout)
Sept. 11 (Simpsons: Judaism) 

Episodes:



Like Father, Like Clown, 10/24/91 (8 F05)
                 Today I Am a Clown, 12/7/03 (F ABF01)
                Treehouse of Horror (Golem) (11/5/06)
Reading:



Simpsons Gospel, pp. 146-170

Sept. 18 (Simpsons: Catholicism, Cults, Buddhism)

Episodes:



The Father, the Son and the Holy Guest Star, 5/15/05 (GABF09)


The Joy of Sect, 2/8/96 (5F23)


She of Little Faith, 12/16/01 (DABF02)

Reading:

                 Simpsons Gospel, pp. 129-145, 70-92, 171-180

Sept. 25 (Simpson: Hindusim/Futurama)

Episodes:

                    The Two Mrs. Nahsapeemapetilons, 11/16/97

                   Hell Is Other Robots

                  Godfellas

Reading:

                  Simpsons Gospel, pp. 181-191, 229-225

Oct. 2 (No Class)

Oct. 9 (King of the Hill/American Dad: Christianity)

Episodes:     



Reborn to Be Wild
                  Church Hopping


Revenge of the Lutefisk, 4/20/99



Are You There God ?It’s Me, Margaret Hill, 3/17/02

                 Deacon Stan, Jesus Man, 6/19/05
Reading:  



Simpsons Gospel, pp. 235-252, 262-265

Oct. 16 (Fall Break)

Oct. 23 (Family Guy: Catholicism/Judaism)

Episodes:



Holy Crap, 9/30/99


The Father, the Son and the Holy Fonz, 12/18/05


When You Wish Upon a Weinstein
Reading:



Simpsons Gospel, pp. 252-262

Oct. 30 (South Park: Catholics, Protestants)

Episodes:

                     Red Hot Catholic Love, #608


  Christian Rock, 10/29/03, #709
Reading:



Simpsons Gospel, pp. 266-297

Nov. 6 (TBA)

Nov. 13 (South Park: Mormons, Jews)

Episodes:



A Ladder to Heaven, #612


All About Mormons? #712


          The Passion of the Jew, 3/31/04
Reading:

Nov. 20 (Disney: Christianity/Catholicism)

Episodes:     Small One, 1978



   Hunchback of Notre Dame, 1996
Reading:      Disney Gospel, pp.1-12, 109-117, 167-174

Nov. 27 (Disney: Animism)

Episodes:      Pocahontas, 1995 

Reading:       Disney Gospel, pp. 160-166
Dec. 4 (VeggieTales/Moral Orel: Judaism, Christianity)

Episodes:     Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie, 2003
                     Esther: The Girl Who Became Queen
                     Moral Orel

Reading:      Simpsons Gospel, pp. 227-228  



 “Confronting Popular Culture: Consider the Alternatives”

                     A Jew Among the Evangelicals: A Guide for the Perplexed
                     pp. 111-128 (Handout)

                                       Honor Code

THE ACADEMIC HONOR CODE 

Membership in the student body of Rollins College carries with it an obligation, and requires a commitment, to act with honor in all things. Because academic integrity is fundamental to the pursuit of knowledge and truth and is the heart of the academic life of Rollins College, it is the responsibility of all members of the College community to practice it and to report apparent violations. 

The following pledge is a binding commitment by the students of Rollins College:

The development of the virtues of Honor and Integrity are integral to a Rollins College education and to membership in the Rollins College community.  Therefore, I, a student of Rollins College, pledge to show my commitment to these virtues by abstaining from any lying, cheating, or plagiarism in my academic endeavors and by behaving responsibly, respectfully and honorably in my social life and in my relationships with others.  

This pledge is reinforced every time a student submits work for academic credit as his/her own.  Students shall add to all papers, quizzes, tests, lab reports, etc., the following handwritten abbreviated pledge followed by their signature:

“On my honor, I have not given, nor received, nor witnessed any unauthorized assistance on this work.”

Material submitted electronically should contain the pledge; submission implies signing the pledge.

