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“Kudos to Pinsky for offering nuanced reporting instead of stereotypes.”   






—Publishers Weekly starred review

A Jew Among the Evangelicals:
Journalist Mark Pinsky Offers Revealing Look at Evangelical Christians           

in the Sunbelt

Are evangelical Christians a monolithic block of true believers marching in lockstep to the tunes of Pat Robertson and Jerry Falwell? Or are they an unpredictable, multi-faceted group who wrestle with values and beliefs that touch the core of their beings? Journalist Mark Pinsky makes a surprisingly sympathetic case for the latter in his new book A Jew Among the Evangelicals: A Guide for the Perplexed (Westminster John Knox Press, August 2006).


From his perspective as a Jew covering evangelical Christianity, Pinsky examines the hopes, fears, and motivations of this influential subculture, and breaks down some of the stereotypes about them. “There’s a lot more to Sunbelt Christianity than a crusade by evangelicals with torches and pitchforks to impose a theocracy on the U.S.,” Pinsky says. 


Pinsky admits it’s been a “curious journey” from “nice Jewish boy from Jersey”  to professional observer of evangelical Christianity. As the religion reporter at the Orlando Sentinel, the daily newspaper of what has become a “New Jerusalem” —headquarters for ministries and parachurch organizations such as Campus Crusade for Christ and Wycliffe Bible Translators— the biggest story he’s covered over the last decade has been the rise of American evangelicals.


Sunbelt evangelicals define themselves by their religious commitment. Suburban and middle-class, they increasingly set the tone for American life, yet they hold diverse views on a variety of issues, Pinsky shows. While there is near unanimous opposition to gay marriage and abortion, divisions exist over other issues, including the Iraq war, stem cell research, environmentalism, capital punishment, tax policy—and even civil unions.
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Pinsky looks at how evangelicals influence American life and at how American culture affects evangelicals. He explores a range of issues including public schools; politics; pop culture; environmentalism; and tensions between evangelical Christians and Jews.


 “Undeniably there are some on the Christian Right who, if they ever got the whip hand, would have no compunction about jamming their religion down other people’s throats,” Pinsky says. But he maintains that this aspect is exaggerated as the movement’s public face. “This is inevitable, given the superheated controversy-driven media environment that shapes press coverage and public understanding.” 


Pinsky, who has covered faith and popular culture extensively, sees concerns over the entertainment industry as one area of common cause for evangelicals and their fellow citizens. “Many share evangelical revulsion at most of pop culture on moral grounds. I’m with the evangelicals on this issue. I am an unreconstructed ‘60s lefty, but I agree with the Southern Baptists: ‘it’s of the devil.’” 


Cultural immersion—the opposite of the cultural disconnect that has characterized this nation’s culture wars—can facilitate civil discourse and mutual respect, Pinsky shows.       A “stranger in a strange land,”  he has come to know evangelical Christians not just as subjects for his reporting, but as friends and neighbors. “The fact that I do not agree with them on political, cultural, or theological issues does not keep me from respecting the sincerity of their beliefs,”  he says.
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